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State: Asbestos levels
in Passaic River safe
U.S. officials also deny cancer risk
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SUU environmenUl officials said yes-
terday that although there arc slight
Icveb of asbestoi In the Passaic River.
the drinking water is free of the cancer
causing fiber.

At the same time, a spokesman for
the U.S. Environmental •Protection
Agency (ERA), which tested the Passa-
ic River Dec. 13. denied that the river
is pofhited wHh asbestos.

"The public has been unnecessarily
alarmed." said Wendefl Inhoffer. chief
engineer for the Passaic Valley Water
Commission, referring to reports that
the river was contaminated with asbes-
tos. The commission serves about 600.-

. 400 customers In Bergen. Esses, and
Passaic Counties.

"There Is no asbestos at aO In the
treated water," Inhoffer said. The as-
bestos levels found la the Passaic River
-m fibers per liter— art not signifi-
cant and cannot cause a health hazard.
be said, • .• i . ' . . " .
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SUU environmenUl officials have

recently recommended pumping large
ojuantitks of water from the Two

Bridges portion if the PassaJc River In
Wayne to reservoirs in Passak and Ber-
gen Counties. Inhoffer said.

-We Just donl know enough about the
water quality af tt» Passaic River U
agree with (be state proposal," Inhoffer
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Inhoffer said at flrtt teamed of what
the EPA engineers had found In Decem-
ber through a newspaper report Sunday.
Inhoffer and the environmental experts
called the report InaccuraU and mis-
leading.

"At far M m can ascertain, the
abandoned Industrial plant In MlUtagion
Is a potential Murce of asbestos pollu-
tion," aaid EPA spokesman Richard
CaMIL But, he MM. the National Gyp-
sum Co.. which abandoned Its plant SB
IfJI, was more Ikely conUminatlng the
air than the river with Hs past dumping

•practice*. .: : • ' -* . - - .
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John Witford, assisunt director of the

Departmcst of Environmental

Protection's Water Supply Division,
said the EPA tests showed Insignificant
levels of atbcstM in the Passaic River.
The delivered water ls completely free
af the fiber, he said.

'Inhoffer idled recent surveys In this
country and Canada, which showed that
asbestos levels as high as 4.1 million
particles per Bter were insignificant
once the water was treated, j. '. .

Asbestos, used in the manufacture of
Insulation and other building products,
has also been linked with asbeslosis. a
dbease of the respiratory system. Evi-
dence that the fiber causes cancer
prompted stringent measures for the
protection of workers in'occupations
where asbestos products are used.

Inhoffer, conceding that the river has
been contaminated with chemicals,
blamed the Passak River Coalition
(PRC) for sparking the new furor. Not-
ing published reports that the coalition
knew of the EPA teat results a weak
ate, Inhoffer said the PRC never called
nun about the EPA's findings..- :*EDa F. Fllippone. executive director
of the Somerset County-feaied environ-
mental organisation, couldn't be
reached for comment. The coalition re-
cently announced a water resources
study of the Passaic River basin. en
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